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Acknowledgement of Country

I would like to begin by acknowledging the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation, the traditional 
owners of this land and pay my respects to the Elders both past and present. I also extend 
that respect to any Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander people here today. 



Where did they 
come from?

What arguments do 
they make?

Who are these 
people?

How should 
we respond?

Why do they 
make these 
arguments?

Broad Overview of Conversation



Key takeawy



Superficially appears to be law, or 
related to law, and usually uses 
legal or legal-sounding language, 
but is otherwise spurious.

Donald Netolitzky, ‘Lawyers and Court 
Representation of Organized Pseudolegal 
Commercial Argument [OPCA] Litigants in 
Canada’ (2018) 51(2) UBC Law Review 419, 420



What is pseudolaw?
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Co-opts form of law Internalised Beliefs
Alternative 

legal narrative

Towards a Definition of Pseudolaw
Three key elements



• Pseudolaw has a 
nostalgic vision

• Best understood 
as a “duel of 
laws”

• Adherents want 
authorities to 
recognise that 
state law is 
illegitimate and 
that the “good 
law” still persists 

Underlying 
narrative



Where did it come from?
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Arose out of several extremist groups in the United 
States in the 1980s and 1990s

• Posse Comitatus 

• Common Law movement 

• Patriot Militias 

• Tax Protesters 

Origins



• Limited empirical data available 

• Judicial officers report regular appearances in 
court 

• 2024 SA study provides key insight 

• Evidence of significant increase in pseudolaw 
matters 

• COVID-19 pandemic acted as an “accelerant” 

• Activity remains elevated post-pandemic 

• Likely underreported 

• More common in lower courts 

• Many matters not captured in published 
judgments

Growth in 
Australia



Why does it spread if it does not work?

1. Crises 

2. Alienation 

3. Empowerment

4. Commercial enterprise 

Endurance



What does this look like in 
Court?
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• Usually self-represented litigants 

• Rely on pre-prepared scripts and templates 

• Provide lengthy, unconventional documents 

• stamps, thumbprints, unusual formatting 

• Use recognisable phrases 

• “I do not consent” 

• “I am not the person named” 

• Challenge jurisdiction and authority of the court 

• Often repetitive and resistant to direction

Typical 
presentation in 
court



• Disproportionate use of court time

 

• Increased burden on: 

• Judicial officers (case management complexity) 

• Registry staff (volume + difficult interactions) 

• Practitioners (responding to meritless material)

• Can shift focus from legal issues → behaviour 
management 

• Risk of escalation and confrontation

Impact 



Four Types of 
Pseudolegal 
Adherents 

1. Genuine but confused

2. Mercenaries 

3. True believers 

4. Gurus



1. Strawman argument

2. The consent argument

3. State law is defective 
Major 
Arguments



The Strawman Argument

• People have inalienable rights

• Law applies to ‘artificial’ or 
corporate persons, not real or 
natural people

• Governments (which are corporate 
forms) restrict rights and create 
legal people with ID cards, birth 
certificates, bank accounts, etc. to 
assert jurisdiction over them

• You can reclaim your natural 
rights, as a living man or women by 
asserting your status. 



The Consent Argument

• The claimant has not consented to 
the contract or the authority of 
state law, so they are not subject 
to state law. 

• May overlap with strawman 
argument.

• Perhaps a literal view of the social 
contract.



Three prominent ones 

Magna Carta

Australian Independence

• Versailles Treaty 

• Decimal Currency

• Royal Title and Styles Act 
1973

• Australia Acts 

The Currency Argument 

• Section 115 and Alan 
Skyring



How to respond?
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-07-27/leaders-respond-to-bunnings-karen-mask-video/12494382?utm_campaign=abc_news_web&utm_content=link&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_source=abc_news_web


Be aware of 
potential for 
violence



Key insight: Pseudolaw is a Performance 

1. Don’t Engage on their Terms

2. Break the Script Early

3. Control the Hearing 

4. Be Alert to Escalation 

Key takeaway: Keep control, minimise disruption, support the 

court 

Tips



Conclusion and Thank 
you
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